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This application is before the PCT Legal Office for consideration of issues arising 
under 35 U.S.C. 371. 



BACKGROUND 

On 26 January 1997, applicants filed international application PCT/DE97/00187, 
which claimed priority of an earlier German application filed 27 January 1996, A copy of 
the international application was communicated to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office from the International Bureau on 02 October 1997. Accordingly, the twenty month 
period for paying the basic national fee to enter the national stage in the United States _e3q>ired 
at midnight on Monday 29 September 1997. 

On 30 September 1997, applicants filed a Transmittal Letter for entry into the national 
stage in the United States under 35 U.S.C. 371. Filed with the Transmittal Letter was, inter 
alia, an English translation of the description and claims as required by 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(2), 
an unsigned declaration of the inventors and a check in the amount of $520.00 to cover the 
basic national fee for a small entity. No Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status was 
submitted. 
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On 10 December 1997, the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) 
mailed a Notification of Missing Requirements (Form PCT/DO/EO/905), to inform applicants 
that the oath or declaration of the inventors was unsigned and that "NO SMALL ENTITY 
SUBMITTED. LARGE FEE WILL BE CHARGED TO ACCT". 



A review of the application file reveals that applicants failed to enter the national stage 
in the United States by paying the fuU basic national fee as required under 35 U.S.C, 
371(c)(1) by the expiration of 20 months from the priority date of 27 January 1996, which 
period expires at midnight on Monday 29 September 1997. Additionally, the papers filed 30 
September 1997 did not include a Small Entity Statement or an authorization to charge 
additional fees, therefore, the application would be held abandoned even if it was timely filed. 
For the above-noted reasons, the Notification of Missing Requirements of 10 December 1997 
was mailed in error and is hereby VACATED . International application PCT/DE97/00187 is 
ABANDONED as to the national stage in the United States as of midnight on 29 September 
1997. 

The application is being returned to the DO/EO/US for disposition as an abandoned 
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file. 
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